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President’s message  
Another month has passed. Summer is just around the corner. 
A few reminders, Ron Webber still has Dirt Devil T-Shirts for 
sale. The next big event is High Desert Roundup. Typically 
we have a great turn out for this event. Keep the run reports 
coming along with a few pictures.  
See you on the trail.   
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Run reports  

Moab 2009 

  

Joel Card and I left for Easter Jeep Safari 2009 on 
Saturday April 4 around 9:00 am. Since we planned on staying 
in St. George that night there was no reason to leave very 
early. We arrived in Moab Sunday about mid-day and checked 
in to the hotel and readied ourselves for our first trail, Fin’s & 
Things on Monday.  

Fin’s & Things is a moderate trail that is a good 
starter trail if you’ve never driven over slickrock before. 
Slickrock only applies when it is wet. Otherwise, the rock has 
the traction of about a 200 grit sandpaper on it. It is impossible 
to describe the vertical ascents and controlled descents that are 
possible when driving on it. Those who have been there are 
nodding their heads as they read this and those who have not, 
need to go once in their lifetime.  

This trail was cut short from 2007 when I was there 
last (which was going to be a recurring theme throughout the 
week). The trail consists of 2 “loops” that are on each side of 
the main road. The first “half” was the same as the year before 
except they cut the first steep ascent and first steep descent off 
of the first “Fin” you drive on. Other than those 2 changes, the 
trail was identical. Near the end of the 1st half there is a mildly 
difficult obstacle that requires lockers or a lot of 
bravery/stupidity to try with open diffs. This is where I 
discovered I was having an electrical problem and could not 
get my lockers to engage front or rear. Therefore I was the guy 
bouncing and full-throttling my Heep up and over the obstacle 
for the enjoyment of the crowd (well crowd may be an 
exaggeration). The 2nd half was where a good portion of the 
trail is no longer usable and has been marked off limits. This 
side of the trail is where most of the slickrock comes into play 
on this trail. Other than being shorter, it was just as much fun 
and they hit the highlights like Kenny’s climb.  

Our second trail was to be Poison Spider Mesa on 
Tuesday but because of my electrical problems we had to skip 
it. The previous evening Moab 4x4 had the Jeep to no good 
end and told me I’d have to go to Grand Junction, Colorado 
(120 miles away) for the fix of my electrical problem. 

Thursday morning was spent calling around and I found 
another mechanic (West Automotive) that would look at it for 
me and after a short time had found the blown fuse and 
replaced it. Joel and I did the Chicken Corners run by 
ourselves later that day as a test run to make sure the fix was 
going to hold, and everything looked good and worked as 
advertised.  

Wednesday started badly as my electrical gremlin re-
raised it’s ugly head and another trip to another mechanic 
ensued (Moab Motorsports). We chased the short through the 
fuses and he narrowed it down to the overhead console and 
wiring under the roll bar padding that goes to the sound bar 
and interior lights. We got around the problem by pulling fuse 
#4 which disables the lights and door chime when running 
without doors. Problem fixed for the trip and problem will be 
taken care of at home when I return.  


